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UNIT SUMMARY 
   

 

The Great Depression and World War II:  

The Great Depression 

 

The Great Depression resulted from government economic policies, business practices, and individual decisions, and it 

impacted business and society.  

New Deal 

 

Aimed at recovery, relief, and reform, New Deal programs had a lasting impact on the expansion of the role of the national 

government in the economy.  

 World War II 

 

The United States participated in World War II as an Allied force to prevent military conquests by Germany, Italy, and 

Japan. 

Domestic and military policies during World War II continued to deny equal rights to African Americans, Asian Americans, 

and women.  

   

    

 

UNIT RESOURCES    

 

Printed Materials:  

Textbook 

Interactive Reading and Notetaking Guide 

Reading Readiness Guide 

The US Constitution and Amendments 

US Declarations of War against Japan and Germany 

Documents of surrender for Germany and Japan 

John Steinbeck, The Grapes of Wrath 

   

 

 

Resources:  

United Streaming 

Primary Sources: newdeal.feri.org 

Photographs of Dorothea Lange 

   



Movies: Memphis Belle, Saving Private Ryan, Tuskegee Airman, Diary of Anne Frank, The Grapes of Wrath, Tora, Tora, 

Tora 

NBC Learn 

PowerPoint  www.americanhistory.mrdonn.org/powerpoints.html 

Songs:  Yip Harburg and Jay Gorney, Brother Can You Spare a Dime?  

            Woody Guthrie, This Land is your Land 

            John Jacob Loeb, Rosie the Riveter 

  

 

Internet Resource Links: 

  http://havefunwithhistory.com 

  http://historyplace.com 

  http://authentichistory.com 

  http://www.ourdocuments.gov/content.php?flash=true&page=milestone 

   

    
    

STAGE ONE 
   

    

  

GOALS AND STANDARDS 

 
6.1.12.C.9.a. Explain how government can adjust taxes, interest rates, and spending and use other policies to restore the 
country's economic health.  
6.1.12.C.9.b. Explain how economic indicators (i.e., gross domestic product, the consumer index, the national debt, and 
the trade deficit) are used to evaluate the health of the economy.  
6.1.12.C.9.c. Explain the interdependence of various parts of a market economy.  
6.1.12.C.9.d. Compare and contrast the causes and outcomes of the stock market crash in 1929 and other periods of 
economic instability.  
6.1.12.D.9.a. Explore the global context of the Great Depression and the reasons for the worldwide economic collapse.  
6.1.12.D.9.b. Analyze the impact of the Great Depression on the American family, migratory groups, and ethnic and racial 
minorities.  

6.1.12.A.10.a. Explain how and why conflict developed between the Supreme Court and other branches of government 
over aspects of the New Deal.  
6.1.12.A.10.b. Assess the effectiveness of governmental policies enacted during the New Deal period (i.e., the FDIC, NLRB, 
and Social Security) in protecting the welfare of individuals.  
6.1.12.A.10.c. Evaluate the short- and long-term impact of the expanded role of government on economic policy, 
capitalism, and society.  
6.1.12.B.10.a. Assess the effectiveness of New Deal programs designed to protect the environment.  
6.1.12.C.10.a. Evaluate the effectiveness of economic regulations and standards established during this time period in 
combating the Great Depression.  
6.1.12.C.10.b. Compare and contrast the economic ideologies of the two major political parties regarding the role of 
government during the New Deal and today.  
6.1.12.D.10.a. Analyze how other nations responded to the Great Depression.  

6.1.12.D.10.b. Compare and contrast the leadership abilities of Franklin Delano Roosevelt and those of past and recent 
presidents.  
6.1.12.D.10.c. Explain how key individuals, including minorities and women (i.e., Eleanor Roosevelt and Frances Perkins), 
shaped the core ideologies and policies of the New Deal.  
6.1.12.D.10.d. Determine the extent to which New Deal public works and arts programs impacted New Jersey and the 
nation.  
6.1.12.D.11.a. Evaluate the effectiveness of international agreements following World War I in preventing international 
disputes during the 1920s and 1930s.  
6.1.12.D.11.b. Compare and contrast different perspectives about how the United States should respond to aggressive 
policies and actions taken by other nations at this time.  
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6.1.12.A.11.c. Determine if American policies regarding Japanese internment and actions against other minority groups 
were a denial of civil rights.  
6.1.12.A.11.d. Analyze the decision to use the atomic bomb and the consequences of doing so.  

6.1.12.A.11.e. Assess the responses of the United States and other nations to the violation of human rights that occurred 
during the Holocaust and other genocides.  
6.1.12.B.11.a. Explain the role that geography played in the development of military strategies and weaponry in World 
War II.  
6.1.12.C.11.a. Apply opportunity cost and trade-offs to evaluate the shift in economic resources from the production of 
domestic to military goods during World War II, and analyze the impact of the post-war shift back to domestic production.  
6.1.12.C.11.b. Relate new wartime inventions to scientific and technological advancements in the civilian world.  
6.1.12.D.11.a. Analyze the roles of various alliances among nations and their leaders in the conduct and outcomes of the 
World War II.  
6.1.12.D.11.b. Evaluate the role of New Jersey (i.e., defense industries, Seabrook Farms, military installations, and 
Battleship New Jersey) and prominent New Jersey citizens (i.e., Albert Einstein) in World War II.  
6.1.12.D.11.c. Explain why women, African Americans, Native Americans, Asian Americans, and other minority groups 

often expressed a strong sense of nationalism despite the discrimination they experienced in the military and workforce.  
6.1.12.D.11.d. Compare the varying perspectives of victims, survivors, bystanders, rescuers, and perpetrators during the 
Holocaust.  
6.1.12.D.11.e. Explain how World War II and the Holocaust led to the creation of international organizations (i.e., the 
United Nations) to protect human rights, and describe the subsequent impact of these organizations.  
6.1.12.A.12.a. Analyze ideological differences and other factors that contributed to the Cold War and to United States 
involvement in conflicts intended to contain communism, including the Korean War, the Cuban Missile Crisis, and the 
Vietnam War.  
6.1.12.A.12.b. Examine constitutional issues involving war powers, as they relate to United States military intervention in 
the Korean War, the Vietnam War, and other conflicts.  
6.1.12.A.12.c. Explain how the Arab-Israeli conflict influenced American foreign policy.  
6.1.12.B.12.a. Evaluate the effectiveness of the Marshall Plan and regional alliances in the rebuilding of European nations 

in the post World War II period.  
6.1.12.C.12.c. Analyze how scientific advancements impacted the national and global economies and daily life.  
6.1.12.C.12.d. Assess the role of the public and private sectors in promoting economic growth and ensuring economic 
stability.  

      

 

 

 

 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS  
   

    

     

 

 Following the economic prosperity of the 1920's, the United States found itself in the worst economic depression in the 

nation's history. 

 The programs that President Roosevelt proposed to lift the United States out of the Great Depression greatly expanded 

the role of the government in the nation's economy. 

 Following the defeat in World War II of totalitarian regimes in Germany, Italy and Japan, the United States made 

investments in rebuilding these countries. 

 The Cold War that developed between the United States and the Soviet Union after World War II was the primary force 
shaping U.S. foreign policy during the decades that followed. 

   

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   



ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS  

 

 How did the United States deal with crises in domestic and foreign affairs? 

 How did the Great Depression affect the American people and change the role of government? 

 What were the causes and effects of World War II? 

 What key foreign and domestic issues affected the United States after World War II? 
   

    

 

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS    

 

Students will know 

 Why the economy collapsed after the stock market crash. 

 The long term effects and President Roosevelt’s response to the Great Depression. 

 How the Great Depression affected daily life. 

 The events that led to the outbreak of WWII and the involvement of the US in the war. 

 How the Allies won WWII and the results of the victory. 

 How the American economy and society changed after World War II. 

 How the Cold War increased tensions around the world and the American response to the tension. 

Students will be able to 

  

 Analyze how the actions of the United States government contributed to the Great Depression. 

 Explain how the Depression affected the lives of Americans. 

 Discuss how Roosevelt’s New Deal tried to promote economic recovery and the obstacles and criticisms it faced. 

 Explain how the Great Depression and New Deal affected women, African Americans, Mexican Americans, and Native 

Americans. 

 Illustrate how art, radio, and movies informed and entertained people during the Depression. 

 Explain how the New Deal reformed labor relations and contributed to the rise of labor unions. 

 Identify the main arguments for and against the New Deal. 

 Explain how totalitarian dictators gained power after WWI and led Germany, Italy, and Japan to embark on a path of 

military conquest. 

 Understand how WWII began in Europe and how the United States tried to remain neutral. 

 Understand how the US prepared for war and why they finally entered WWII. 

 Explain how the US built its military and converted its economy to meet wartime needs and the effect this had on 

American society. 

 Explain how the Allies were able to win WWII.  

 Explore the horrors of the Holocaust. 

 Explain how the friendships among the Allies broke down after the war. 

 Discuss how the US tried to limit the spread of communism. 

 Understand how the events of 1949 shook America’s confidence. 

   

   

    



STAGE TWO 
   

    

 PERFORMANCE TASKS     

 

Map Creation 

Oral Presentations 

Multimedia Presentations 

Timelines 

Biography Posters/Wanted Posters 

PowerPoint Presentations 

Create Children's Books 

Topic driven Collages 

Student Debates 

Web Quests 

Create Newspaper Articles 

Student created vocabulary foldables 

Essays (Persuasive, Expository/Explanatory, Speculative) 

DBQ – Prosperity and Depression (see attached) 

 

 
RUBRICS 
See attached  

   

    

 OTHER EVIDENCE    

 

Teacher made formative assessments 

Teacher made summative assessments 

Self assessments 

Peer review 

Chapter Tests 

Section Quizzes 

Vocabulary Quizzes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

    



STAGE THREE 
   

    

 

LEARNING ACTIVITIES     

 

Daily format: 

            Begin with a warm up question and overview of the daily lesson’s objectives. 

Define relevant vocabulary for the lesson.  

Deliver content specific material related to the unit in the form of notes, power points, video clips, guided reading, or 

interactive websites.   

Students work independently or in groups on the day's activity. 

Exit Card 

Suggested Activities 

 

Fieldtrip to Battleship New Jersey in Camden 

Brian Cottelli, Holocaust Unit 

Research Depression era songs  

Summarize a fireside chat  

Analyze political cartoons of the period 

Study the photographs of Dorothea Lange and hold a discussion on the mood of the nation as displayed in her work. 

Choose items that could be displayed in an exhibit on the Great Depression. 

Compare and contrast Prohibition to modern laws that prohibit the use of illegal drugs.  

Create a live radio show typical of the 1920s and 1930s. 

Design a graphic organizer to illustrate the changing role of women. 

Create a poem or rap explaining the purposes of New Deal “alphabet agencies” 

Design a foldable that explains bank failures, brain trust, court packing, FDR’s first hundred days 

Analyze the effectiveness and impact of New Deal policies from the perspective of one of the following: historian, 

political scientist, geographer, and economist. 

Create propaganda posters to promote New Deal agencies 

   



Construct a pictorial timeline of political, social, foreign and domestic events of WWII 

Write a news story of the attack on Pearl Harbor for  US paper and for a Japanese paper 

Write a position paper on the use of the atomic bomb 

In a mock presidential cabinet meeting, debate the reasons for Japanese internment and relocation. 

Using an outline map, label key regions of aggression.  Include Allied and Axis powers in a map key 
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